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PA P E R  3  E N G L I S H  I N  U S E

General Description

Paper Format

The paper contains six parts.

Number of Questions

80.

Task Types

Multiple-choice cloze, open cloze, error correction, word
formation, register transfer, gapped text.

Task Focus

Understanding and control of the formal elements of
language in context.

Answering

For all parts of this paper candidates write their answers on
an answer sheet.

Timing

1 hour 30 minutes.

Marks

One mark is given for each correct answer. 

Part

1

2

3

4

5

6

Task Type and Focus

Multiple-choice cloze

An emphasis on lexis

Open cloze

An emphasis on structure

Error correction

An emphasis on structure,
lexis and punctuation

Word formation

An emphasis on lexis

Register transfer

An emphasis on register

Gapped text

An emphasis on cohesion
and coherence

15

15

16

13

6

15

A modified cloze text of approximately 200 words
containing 15 gaps and followed by 15 four-option
multiple-choice questions.

A modified cloze text of approximately 200 words
containing 15 gaps.

A text of approximately 200 words containing errors as
specified in the rubric, e.g., extra words, mis-spellings,
punctuation errors, etc., which must be identified.

Two short texts of up to 130 words each. Candidates
must form an appropriate word to complete each gap
using the given prompt words.

Two texts, each about 150 words in length. 
The first may include information in tabular 
form, and is followed by an incomplete (gapped) text
providing the same information in a different register
which candidates must complete.

A text of about 300 words with gaps at phrase and/or
sentence level followed by a list of 10 options.
Candidates must select the correct options from the list
to complete the text.

Number of
Questions

Task Format
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and collocations is as important as knowing the meaning of
words and candidates should be encouraged to learn whole
phrases rather than words in isolation.  

In Parts 1, 2 and 6 it is a good idea for candidates to start by
thinking briefly about the title as this might provide clues as
to style and/or subject matter. By reading the text through
quickly, ignoring the gaps as much as possible, candidates
will become aware of the general subject of the text and its
style. Consideration of such features may help when
deciding which words are right. When deciding which word
or phrase should go in each gap, candidates must give
careful consideration to the local context and other parts of
the text as well. Clues may lie in a number of features, such
as the grammatical context and/or the punctuation. 

The exact nature of the correction task in Part 3 varies from
paper to paper, so candidates must learn to look carefully at
the task instructions and the example answers, and follow
the guidance they offer. The skill of proof-reading can have
obvious benefits for candidates’ own writing. Teachers may
choose to indicate to students in which lines of their written
work errors have occurred to provide further proof-reading
practice. Teachers may also choose to encourage students to
proof-read and help correct each other’s written work.  

In Part 4, the word formation task, candidates should look at
the surrounding context to determine the exact form of the
required word. Prefixes, suffixes and plural forms will be
included. Concentrating on the use of prefixes and suffixes to
build words and focusing on how words change word class
will help candidates, not only in this task, but also to further
extend their own lexicons.

To prepare for Part 5, the transfer of information from one
text type to another, candidates will benefit from extensive
work on text comparison. They need to become acquainted
with the relevant grammatical and lexical features of
different styles of writing. This will also have obvious
benefits for candidates’ writing for Paper 2.

Apart from in the spelling/punctuation error task, the
absence or misuse of capital letters in answers is ignored.
However, incorrect spelling is penalised.

P R E PA R I N G  F O R  PA P E R  3

The English in Use paper is divided into six parts, each part
being defined in terms of its task type and language focus.  

In Part 1, candidates must choose one word from a set of
four (A, B, C, D) to fill a gap in a text. This involves
choosing the answer which has the right meaning and fits
both in the local grammatical context and within the text as
a whole. This part of the paper tests phrases and
collocations, as well as idioms, phrasal verbs and linkers. 

Part 2 is an open modified cloze containing fifteen gaps,
testing awareness and control of structural items. Answers
must be correct both syntactically and semantically. A single
word is needed to fill each gap but there may be more than
one word which is acceptable for each gap.  

Part 3 consists of a correction exercise of which there are
two types. In the first, candidates have to identify additional
words which are incorporated into the text. In the second
type, errors of spelling and punctuation have to be
identified. There are 16 lines to be corrected and candidates
should not expect more than five lines to be correct. 

Part 4 is designed to test awareness of word formation. The
task requires candidates to form an appropriate word, using
the given prompt words, to fill each of the gaps in the two
short texts.

Part 5 is designed to test awareness and control of features
of style and appropriateness. The task requires candidates to
transfer information given in one text into another. The two
texts are different from each other in terms of register,
writer’s purpose and/or style. The grammar and items of
vocabulary given in one text need to be transformed into
suitable expressions in order to complete the second text.
The answers must be grammatically accurate as well as
stylistically appropriate in terms of both the text’s audience
and the writer’s purpose. Content words, i.e. nouns, verbs,
adjectives and adverbs, contained in the first text may not be
used in the second. However, structural words, i.e.
conjunctions, prepositions, articles, etc may be used.

Part 6 consists of a text from which a selection of
phrases/short sentences have been removed and placed
below the text along with several additional phrases.
Candidates need to select the appropriate phrase/short
sentence for each gap in the text. This task is devised to test
an awareness of discourse features which operate within and
across a text, particularly features of cohesion and
coherence. 

To develop their grammatical awareness, candidates will
need plenty of controlled practice. They should also become
familiar with grammatical terminology, such as adjective,
conjunction, preposition, etc. Knowing grammatical patterns
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p
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Part 1

1 A
2 B 
3 C 
4 A
5 D 
6 D 
7 C 
8 B 
9 B 
10 A
11 D 
12 B 
13 A
14 D 
15 C 

Part 2

16 every/each
17 as
18 in
19 but/though/although/yet
20 to
21 by
22 are
23 for/at
24 all
25 by
26 them
27 needs/requires
28 where
29 What
30 own/personal

Part 3

31 a
32 ✔

33 had
34 really
35 all
36 ✔

37 on
38 these
39 ✔

40 all
41 been
42 which
43 ✔

44 quite
45 warm
46 very

Part 4

47 incorrectly
48 refreshments
49 informally
50 officers/officials
51 introductory
52 approval
53 vacancies
54 mysterious
55 significant
56 third
57 supposition
58 ignorance
59 astonishingly
60 unbelievable
61 nightly/night-time

Part 5

62 the future/future events
63 welcome/introduce (the/our)
64 are accompanied
65 free/for nothing
66 refreshments
67 his journey(s)/trip(s)
68 is said/supposed/known/considered
69 large/great number
70 to postpone
71 somewhere else/previously arranged
72 proposed/planned/possible
73 inform/tell/contact
74 suggestions/recommendations about/concerning

Part 6

75 F
76 I
77 C
78 A
79 B
80 H
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